
                                        Long Island Coalition for Life Educational Trust Rules 

                       ORATORY CONTEST FOR 10th,11th & 12th Grade Students Residing on Long Island
1. The speech should not be a mere statement of the contestant’s feelings and opinions.  The position taken should be supported by facts and thoughtful analysis.  www.ProLifeEd.org 
has extensive info and links to many other resources pertaining to life issues. 
2. Contestants are to research, write, and present an original speech on one of these topics directly, using other topics only as support:

· Abortion
· Assisted Suicide
· Bioethics (as it relates to pro-life)
· Black Genocide (through abortion)
· Cloning/Embryonic Stem Cell Research

· Ectogenesis
· Eugenics (as it relates to pro-life)
· Euthanasia
· Fetal Development (in the context of abortion)
· Infanticide
· Legal Points – Right to Life
· Men & Abortion
· Post Abortion
· Pro Life Apologetics                                                                                                                                

· Special Needs/Down Syndrome (as it relates to pro-life)
3. The speech is to be 5-7 minutes in length.  A contestant will be disqualified if the speech is timed to be under 4 minutes or over 8 minutes in length. The speech is an oration. Appropriate gestures are allowed. Props are not allowed. A podium/microphone are provided and students may have their speech in front of them. However it should not be just read, proper public speaking technique should be employed with presenter making eye contact with audience, etc. 
4. The contestant should use up-to-date factual information without using copyrighted material. 

5. The speech should be original this year, self-written (typed) without using artificial intelligence (
7.   The style should be appropriate to the message of the speech.  Any type the students deems                            appropriate is acceptable, except a dramatic presentation.  A dramatic presentation is acting as another person, reading or performing a previously written short story, skit or poem.  Although quotes to support a position or statement are appropriate, they shouldn’t dominate the speech and should be appropriately cited.  The judges’ backgrounds and qualifications differ. Although all are pro-life, the speech should appeal to a broad audience.
        8. The order in which the contestants speak will be determined before the contest randomly.

9. The judges score contestants in four areas: introduction, content, presentation, and conclusion.   Contestants are given a score of 1-10, with 10 being the best, in each area.  The scores are then added together with 40 being a perfect score.  The total scores from all judges are added together to achieve a grand total.

 10. Prizes shall be $1000 for 1st Place, $600 for 2nd and $400 for 3rd. The judges’ decisions during the           contest will be final.
